July 23, 2011
To: 

New Jersey Referees

From: 

Kevin Dearman, New Jersey State Youth Referee Administrator

Subject:
Duties and Responsibility of the Referee and Assistant Referee

During the past weekend, and I suspect even before then, several situations occurred during matches which are simply unacceptable. Let me list just some of those items so you have a flavor of this email:

· Only two officials showed up at the match so they used the 2-whistle system (unacceptable in USSF sanctioned matches)

· A referee played a matched when one coach – who also is a registered referee – did not have the player passes for the team.

· A referee assigned to a New Jersey Youth Soccer State Cup match had the match tied at the end of regulation. He told the teams they would play under the “Golden Goal” rules for overtime. (In case you don’t know or remember, that was rescinded by FIFA several years ago – we play two overtimes to completion and then possibly Kicks From The Penalty Mark if still tied). One team scored in overtime and the game was ended by the referee incorrectly. This game will now have to be replayed and the competition delayed as a result of this serious technical error by the referee.

· A player was sent off for “foul language and dangerous slide tackle”. Which was it? Is a dangerous slide tackle in and of itself a Send-off offence?

· Four – yes 4 – players were sent off in a match. No reasons were given for the send-offs and no supplemental report was sent in with the game report

· Player was sent off for “2 Dangerous Plays”. However, under the Laws of the Game dangerous play is simply an indirect free kick office. To compound this incident, if in fact it was for a second caution, no first caution was listed on the game report.

These are just several items that I am aware of.  Quite frankly this is unacceptable!

While I know everyone has attended an annual recertification class, I find it necessary to repeat items that everyone MUST know in order to referee USSF affiliated games:

1. When you accept an assignment, confirm with the assignor what kind of match it is

a. league – if so what league, what association

b. Cup – if so who’s Cup, what association.

2. What are the rules of competition for the match? Don’t assume you know what they are. They may have changed since the last time you had this kind of match!

3. Prior to the match, review the game cards/game reports. They usually have the pertinent “Rules of Competition” on them. It never hurts to reconfirm the Competition at the time the coach gives you the game cards.

4. Be sure the roster form/card is complete and correct. Player pass information matches information contained on the roster/game card.

5. If a team does not have player passes, the game MUST not be played. Let me repeat this – NO PASS – NO PLAY – NO EXCEPTION. Without player passes, not only do you know that everyone is in fact properly registered, but you don’t know if any of the players are sitting out a suspension in which case they wouldn’t have their player pass. Additionally, since no passes means the game is not sanctioned, the liability will fall on your shoulders if something serious occurs.

6. NO DUAL-WHISTLE SYSTEM FOR USSF AFFILIATED GAMES. If only two officials show up to a game, under USSF Procedures, you are to find a club “linesman” and have one official as the Referee and the other as the Senior Assistant Referee. No exceptions!

7. If you Caution or Send off a player, there are only 7 reasons for a Caution and 7 reasons for Send-off. The basis of the Caution (such as “commits a tactical foul to stop an opponent’s attack”) or Send-off (such as “committed a hard tackle from behind with studs up with the intent to injure the opponent”) should be contained in the supplemental report submitted with the game report. If you have any question on this topic, go to the NJ State Referee Committee Website www.njrefs.com and look under the Points of Emphasis tab and review “7+7 Cautions and Send-offs”

8. Game reports are mandatory. This is part of what you get paid to do! The game is not over until the paperwork is completed correctly and filed. If you issue a Caution or Send-off during a match, proper reporting of the misconduct MUST take place. If you are not familiar with how to do so, please review the section on the website called “How To Write A Misconduct Report”. Simply putting down player jersey numbers and saying they are cautioned or sent-off is not acceptable.

 While the few mistakes shown in the beginning of this message are small in comparison to the total number of games, they were are avoidable and it is these types of mistakes that bring discredit to ALL New Jersey Referees.

Please understand that failure to follow proper procedures may result in disciplinary action being taken by the New Jersey State Referee Committee.

As always, if you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me. 

